SEARCH FOR PARTNER / PROJECT PROPOSAL 
Contact Information

	Contact Person
David Font Simon, President of the Consell Comarcal del Berguedà

	City 
	Berguedà County

	Country
	Catalonia (Spain)

	Phone 
	+34 93 821 3553

	E-mail
	davidfont@ccbergueda.cat

	Working languages
	English, french, Spanish, Catalan


Description of the City/ Territory: 
The region of Berguedà is located in the north of the province of Barcelona (Catalonia, Spain) and the beginning of the Pyrenees. It has a total area of ​​1.184 square kilometers and a population of 38.950 inhabitants. The Berguedà is a rural and mountainous territory. The northern half has peaks of more than 2.000 meters forming the pre Pyrenees. The southern half is an agricultural valley. Since the nineteenth century until the middle of the twentieth century, was a Berguedà industrialized territory and a distinguished center of economic activity across the mining industry and the textile industry. Still, the crisis of this economics sectors has come to redefine their strategy towards new areas of land as is competitive tourism. Berguedà is an area with a strong tourism potential for proximity to the metropolitan area of ​​Barcelona, ​​a rich cultural and industrial heritage, for the beauty of its natural landscape and gastronomic quality products despair. 
The municipality of Gironella is in the Lower Bergueda having a population of 4.829 inhabitants. Gironella has four textile colonies: Cal Meter, Cal Bassacs, Viladomiu Nou i Viladomiu Vell. These textile colonies formed by industrial, social and habitation buildings, form a rich patrimony to preserve and to promote economically and culturally.
Also, Berguedà country has 15 industrial colonies with many buildings out of use. All this industrial heritage is a unique territorial asset all around Europe. Yet somehow inevitable, it could be very interesting to increase the uses of this cultural heritage, in order to give new opportunities for the citizens and further economic activity.

Project details 

To connect the existence of this unique industrial heritage, surrounding the Llobregat river that should be protected, with the opportunity to promote "new drivers" to boost a new innovative ecosystem.
Our vision and our challenge is to go far beyond simple conservation, restoration, physical rehabilitation or repurposing of a site and to demonstrate heritage potential as a powerful economic, social and environmental catalyst for regeneration, sustainable development, economic growth and improvement of people's well-being and living environments.

Project Title 

"From cultural heritage to an innovation hub"
Main issues 

-. Cultural heritage

-. Living lab

-. Fab lab

-. Media hub

-. Entrepreneurship

-. Talent

-. University

-. Territorial brand

Specific objectives of the project 

The main objectives will be:

-. To promote a cultural living lab 

-. To promote a media hub

-. To stimulate new startups companies

-. To create an incubator connected with the academia and enterprises

-. To create a bridge between territorial and functional rationales. Where our purpose is both to move the community as a stakeholder and to introduce new dynamics like living lab, fab lab or culture hub...

European experience and previous projects
Our institution has gone through successful experiences in different European programmes such as: Leader (since 1994); Equal (2000-2006); POCTEFA (2007-2013) ... In the current period the county council has lead a smart territorial specialized project related with circular economy and, on the other hand, is implementing a county project of restoring and valorizing different industrial colonies. Both two initiatives are cofounded by the European Regional Development Fund.

Desired partner profile (country, activity/sector, experience)

-. To have a similar industrial heritage and aimed to realize a valorization of this old industrial districts based on the triple helix: innovation, entrepreneurship and culture. 

-. Experience in European programmes

-. Both public and private actors; also, it would be interesting to closely collaborate with Universities.
-. Our interested is to interchange methodologies, to create a community/network and try and lastly, to explore to present an application form for the next European calls: H2020, territorial cooperation or culture. 

Programme to be submitted:
Our interested is to exchange methodologies, to create a long-lasting community/network and to present an application form to next European calls: H2020, territorial cooperation or culture.
Deadline of the call of proposals:
Deadline of manifestation of interest:
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